June XX, 2011

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

Your decision to release 30 million barrels of oil from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) raises once again serious concerns about your administration’s energy policy. The SPR, managed by the Department of Energy, exists for moments of true national emergency when there is a dramatic disruption, as when Hurricane Katrina devastated part of the Gulf Coast and interrupted oil supplies.  Current high pump prices are hurting families, businesses and the economy, but politics should not guide a decision to use a national security asset to address the problem.  If we tap our reserve to manipulate the price of oil, we defeat the purpose of the reserve.‪
We strongly believe that the best solution to our nation's energy problem is to adopt federal regulatory and approval processes that promote the safe and efficient development of our vast American resources.   Mr. President, the nation’s wellbeing dictates that you direct your administrative agencies to support domestic energy production of all kinds, and stop the policies that are inhibiting energy production in the US. Elevated dependence on foreign oil forces Americans to rely on the whims of OPEC, creating an unreliable energy supply.‪
A large portion of our nation's resources have been blocked by federal restrictions and inaction.  For example, less than 3% of our OCS is leased for energy development, and less than 5% of government lands.  This cannot stand. Development of existing resources has been stalled by ongoing permit delays that prevent access to American energy. The Interior Department continues to slow the issuance of new permits for offshore drilling which has essentially extended your moratorium indefinitely.  ‪The 30 million barrels that your administration has proposed for release from our emergency reserves is the same amount of oil America could produce in just one month from Alaska’s Outer Continental Shelf if the EPA would stop blocking exploration. Additionally, we could add to that production by your approval of the proposed Keystone XL pipeline project, which could bring an additional 700,000 barrels of oil per day to the US from our friend and neighbor Canada.   This political slow-rolling is preventing access to vast amounts of resources that would not only increase our North American energy supply, but also immediately create tens of thousands of good paying American jobs.

In light of recent your action, we would like to know how your administration plans to replace the 30 million barrels of oil you intend to release from the SPR, especially since Secretary Salazar has stopped the successful royalty in kind program. Furthermore, the decision to tap into the SPR indicates acknowledgement of the problem of over-reliance on Middle East and other foreign sources of oil.  What is your long-term plan to reduce this dangerous dependence?

We look forward to your response to these important questions and urge you to support the House-passed energy legislation that would end the bureaucratic barriers to domestic production and increase our nation's access to a reliable and affordable American energy supply. 
Very respectfully,
